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October 4, 2012

Mr. Ronnie Owens
Post Office Box 363
Coleman, Florida 33521

Dear Mr. Owens:

Florida Attorney General Pam Bondi received your correspondence regarding the City of
Coleman and concerns involving your tenants' water bill. Attorney General Bondi asked that I

respond. I am sorry for your difficulties.

We appreciate that you consider the Attorney General as a source of assistance, and I have
reviewed your correspondence. Section 16.01(3), Florida Statutes, which sets forth the powers
and duties of the Attorney General's Office, authorizes our office to provide legal opinions and
statutory interpretations to public officials on questions of law pertaining to their own official
duties, which precludes our office from providing legal advice to private individuals. I hope the
following information proves helpful.

By contacting the Sumter County Board of County Commissioners, you contacted the
appropriate authorities to address concerns involving a city utility bill. You should continue to
work with your local county officials to address any information or evidence you have regarding
your concerns. I am forwarding your correspondence to the Sumter County Board of County
Commissioners to ensure they are aware of your ongoing concerns. The telephone number is

(352) 689-4401.

If you are concerned about possible improprieties and/or corruption by public officials, you may
also wish to address your concerns to the Commission on Ethics and the Governor's Office. The
Ethics Commission is statutorily charged with interpreting the provisions of the Code of Ethics
for Public Officers and Employees, Part I1I, Chapter 112, Florida Statutes, which includes
provisions relating to conflict of interest. The Florida Commission on Ethics maintains a website
on the Internet that reviews ethics laws and rules and provides answers to general questions
relating to the ethics code. You may wish to visit the website at: www.ethics.state.fl.us. If you
prefer to write or telephone the commission, contact information is as follows:

Florida Commission on Ethics
Post Office Drawer 15709
Tallahassee, Florida 32317-5709
Phone: (850) 488-7864

Please consult a private attorney if you need any legal advice. An attorney can give you the legal
advice that our office cannot provide to private individuals. The Florida Bar offers a Lawyer
Referral Service toll-free at (800) 342-8060.



Mr. Ronnie Owens
Page Two

Thank you for contacting Attorney General Bondi's Office. Please understand the duties of our
office are prescribed by law.

Sincerely,

Kimberly D'Amico
Office of Citizen Services

cc: Sumter County Board of County Commissioners
7375 Powell Road
Wildwood, Florida 34785
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