Farnsworth, Sue
From:

Sent:
To:

Subject:

Steele, Kathy
Monday, September 21, 2020 8:01 AM
Holley, Karl; Farnsworth, Sue; Burgos, Patricia
FW: Villages Zoning meeting

Kathy Steele
Development Technician
Development Services
Board of Sumter County Commissioners
352-689-4400
3 52-689-4461
www.sumtercoountyfl.gov
-----Original Message----
From : Marc Kramer <makramer45@gmail.com>
Sent : Sunday, September 20, 2020 8:48 PM
To: Planning <planning2@sumtercountyfl.gov>
Subject: Villages Zoning meeting
Zachary Broome,
I'm writing to say I'm against the Villages developer building high rise apartments where it is zoned as single family
homes . Please don't allow this to proceed .
We need and want our country club facilities back and we don't want new apartments to be constructed. It will
negatively effect our water and sewage, increase traffic, and Is contrary to what we expected from the developer when I
bought our homes.
Marc and Lynn Kramer
Village of Santo Domingo
Sent from my iPhone
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KING CARL VICTOR & JANET LYNN
1112 SAN ANTONIO LN
THE VILLAGES, FL 32159

To property owners whose property boundaries are within a distance of 500 feet of the outside
perimeter of a property in the name of The Villages Operating Company (see map on reverse).
The 13th amendment of the Tri-County Villages of Sumter Development of Regional Impact
Development Order will be considered at a public hearing.
CASE# DRI2020-0002 - 131h Amendment of The Tri-County Villages of Sumter
Development of Regional Impact Development Order includes changing Parcel D12-001J
from the Village Center designation to Mixed-Use, and adding multi-family residential as a
permitted use in the Mixed Use district.
The dates and times of the hearings shall be as follows:
Planning and Zoning Special Master- September 21, 2020, 6:00PM
County Commission (1st Reading) - October 13, 2020, 5:30PM
County Commission (Final Reading)- October 27, 2020, 5:30PM
All hearings will be held at The Everglades Recreation Center, 5497 Marsh Bend Trail, The
Villages, FL.
Written comments submitted will be heard. Hearings may be continued from time to time as
found necessary. Please return this form to: SUMTER COUNTY PLANNING DIVISION, 7375
Powell Road, Suite 115, Wildwood, Florida, 34785. Alternatively, comments may be emailed to
karl.holley@sumtercountyfl.gov Please include the case number on all emails. Questions
should be directed to Karl Holley at the Planning Division at (352)689-4400.
_ _ _ I support the above.
--,-- I have no comment on the above.
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Please return no later than September 16, 2020
AI Butler, Disl1
(352) 689-4400
7375 Powell Road
Wildwood, FL 34785

Don Burgess, Dis! 3
(352) 689-4400
7375 Powell Road
Wildwood , FL 34785

Steve Printz, Dis! 5
Chaimnan
(352) 689-4400
7375 Powell Road
Wildwood . Fl 34785

Doug Gilpin, Disl2
(352) 689-4400
7375 Powell Road
Wildwood. Fl 34765

Garry Breeden, Dis! 4
Vice Chaimnan
(352) 689-4400
7375 Powell Road
Wildwood, FL 34785

Bradley S. Arnold,
County Administrator
(352) 689-4400
7375 Powell Road
Wildwood, FL 34785

Gloria R. Hayward , Clerk & Auditor
(352) 569-6600
215 East McCollum Avenue
Bushnell, Fl 33513

County Attorney
The Hogan Law Firm
Post Office Box 485
Brooksville, Florida 34605

Y r;,.t)C:

Farnsworth, Sue
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Steele, Kathy
Monday, September 21, 2020 7:58 AM
Holley, Karl; Farnsworth, Sue; Burgos, Patricia
FW: Hacienda Hills Country Club Developers Sleazy & Deplorable Plan

Kathy Steele
Development Technician
Development Services
Board of Sumter County Commissioners
Tel: 352-689-4400
Fax: 352-689-4461
www. sumtercoountyfl.gov

From: yovorsky@aol.com <yovorsky@aol.com>
Sent: Saturday, September 19, 2020 12:19 PM
To: Planning <planning2@sumtercountyfl.gov>
Subject: Hacienda Hills Country Club Developers Sleazy & Deplorable Plan

The Villages in Florida has been called "Florida's Friendliest Retirement Hometown". Well that's not
true anymore. Here is what the present developer is up to. Mark Morris the son of H. Gary Morse and
the grandson of Harold Schwartz is the present developer of The Villages. Harold Schwartz was a
peoples man, as was his son H. Gary Morse He would visit the restaurants and town centers. He
approached the residents and asked what improvements they would like to see. The Villages friendly
hometown was born with the country club life. At that time it was really a super place to live and
retire. One of the first country clubs and restaurant built over 20 years ago was called Hacienda Hills
Country Club. It had a swimming pool with hot tub and bar, tennis courts, and golf pro shop and
restaurant. Over time the restaurant needed to be upgraded and cost estimates were over$ 250
thousand just for the kitchen. Also the building was infested with bugs and mold. The current
developer tried to sell it to the residents to be turned into a recreational center. Approx. 200 Village
residents attended an Amenity Authority Committee (AAC) meeting and voiced that they wanted
Hacienda Hills to remain a country club.
The developer requested that the AAC approve the amenity certification for a 280 plus unit apartment
complex to be build on the Hacienda Hills country club site. If not approved, he would build a parking
garage or even a big box store. The developer didn't pay any attention to what the residents wanted .
Apartments are being built all around The Villages presently. Traffic on Morse Blvd during the winter
months is already enormous. They can't widen the roads, so it will be heavy traffic all the time with
backups and extremely difficult to exit from the side roads.
When H.Gary Morse passed away in October 29, 2014 this is what was written about him by his
children; "Dad never sought the limelight. He was content to stay in the background and enjoy seeing
Villagers revel in this amazing lifestyle of their adopted hometown. While he was a friend and adviser
to captains of industry, presidents and heads of state, he never lost focus on this community and
making it the greatest retirement development in the world."[
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Things have changed and not in a good way! Hope Harold Schwartz and H. Gary Morse are resting in
peace!
This is be voted down as not wanted by the residents and will cause current property values to go
down. Furthermore, the traffic on Morris Blvd. we be like New York City, bumper to bumper! If this is
passed, then the developer should give out compensation to all residents with in a half mile to where
Hacienda Hills Country Club once was. This is for going from country club living to city living. Reason
most of the residents moved her was to get away from the traffic and city living!
Do what the residents want, built a new country club and pool!
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Below are comments from other Village residents:
I am very concerned about the decision to not rebuild Hacienda Hills Country
Club. When we bought in 2001 we were told every championship course had a
country club that all residents were members. All championship courses have a
restaurant and a pro shop.
The Developer is taking away one of the country clubs without a backward
thought to what was promised to property owners of this great community.
Chiseling away at places we gather with family and friends, of places that
actually were reasons for buying here in the first place, it is not conducive to
the "friendliest town" atmosphere.
Having a public forum during a pandemic is also not a wise idea. Maybe they
planned it that way? Who is to say?
In my opinion, rebuilding a country club at the Hacienda Hills site is the only
legal solution the Developer has.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Let's get this straight! You come to a meeting to announce, where Hacienda's
restaurant, pool, and pro-shop once stood, will now be replaced by apartment
units, numbering 286. Now I wasn't at the meeting, but from what I've heard,
you, the amenities committee of 5, voted 4 to 1 in favor of the apartments
over a parking garage! Well, thank you for being so considerate. (The actual
vote was 5-0, they threw in the one dissent, to placate the concerned
residents) Thank you for that also. There were 200 residents at the farce,
sorry, I mean meeting, frustrated, and angry. They voiced their concerns, of
their loss of a beautiful pool and restaurant and broken promises spoken when
they purchased their homes.
I have news for you guys! They don't care!
They don't care! Meetings such as this actually mean nothing, they know going
in what they will be facing, they know you will be venting all this upon them.
But guess what? They don't care! That apartment plan was formulated in 2015,
(a source whom was employed by the Villages told me) All I know it was a
done deal, long before it was presented to those at the meeting, there never
was a parking garage, that was fodder. When they took their seats, they knew
what they were about to face.
The Developer's only concern is return on investment, and restaurant and pool
equals peanuts, in comparison to this project. They already took away, Katie
Belle's, the Church on the Square, and now this greedy operation. Rumor has
it that The Palms golf course is next, stay tuned, they are not through with us
2

yet! Phase 2 is yet to come. The once prestigious golf courses are now second
rate, at double the price!
Every time you look around, we are getting less and less for our buck!
Been to The Sharon Morse Medical Center, pre-COVID19? Well, the parking
was atrocious, the bank parking lot full, with three people in the bank. People
with a handicap, or hurting, driving round and round waiting for some one to
leave. A sorry state to say the least, and now you add the "286" and what will
you get?
Downtown at the square, has always been a place where you can go sit, have a
few drinks, enjoy the music: add the "286" factor, to that and what will you
get?The Villages we once knew (myself, 2004) is gone, never to return. A
person recently wrote an article with the gist of it being: " is it too late to save
The Villages?" My answer: It's way too late! Quoth the Raven: "Nevermore."
Here's the situation: You take a frog and put him in a pan of tepid water on
the stove, you gradually ever so slightly, turn up the heat, the frog stays, and
stays, until he boils to death, he can't jump out. We are the frog, and the
Developer is holding the knob that controls the heat!
Now for all you members of the, Three Monkey Club, that are going to respond
to this letter. Save it: I love The Villages, and, I don't want to live anywhere
else!
But at the same time: I am being boiled alive, and I don't like it!
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
Here are questions that I believe should be posed to the Developer of The
Villages the answers to which would slow down the rumor mill about the
Hacienda Hills site:
1. Will there be an upscale restaurant in the apartment building. If so, will it
have expansive windows overlooking the Lakes and Oaks nines?
2. Will there be a golf pro shop and golf management offices in the apartment
building or adjacent to it to replace the facilities demolished?
3. Will there be underground or above-ground parking for the apartment
building that would accommodate golf carts as well as cars?
4. What will the "resort-style" pool look like? Will it include a hot tub and
have food and beverage service as the one demolished did?
5. Will the wonderful Hacienda Hills Palms nine on the other side of Morse
Boulevard be retained as part of Hacienda Hills or be added as a third nine to
Tierra del Sol Country Club? Or will it be eliminated and the property
developed into homes/apartments/villas, etc., which is one of the rampant
rumors being spread?
6. Will the excellent Lakes and Oaks nines remain as they are, or will
something be done there, as well?
It seems likely that the Developer would not agree to an interview, but
perhaps would be amenable to addressing written questions about this
important project.
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Farnsworth, Sue
From:

Sent:
To:

Subject:

Steele, Kathy
Monday, September 21, 2020 9:56 AM
Holley, Karl; Farnsworth, Sue; Burgos, Patricia
FW: Apartments at the site of Hacienda CC

Kathy Steele
Development Technician
Development Services
Board of Sumter County Commissioners
352-689-4400
352-689-4461
www.sumtercoountyfl.gov
-----Original Message----
From: kszarse@gmail.com <kszarse@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, September 21, 2020 9:42AM
To: Planning <planning2@sumtercountyfl.gov>
Subject: Apartments at the site of Hacienda CC
To whom it concerns,
Please look at this as if in your back yard. Putting apartments on Morse is not good judgement with the traffic it would
cause in a two lane street. Seriously, how can u even consider this. Go to a four lane street to build something like this.
Not to mention in our Hacienda neighborhood of single family welling? We r most concerned about the value of our
property beside the fact that doing this to Spanish Springs will ruin the Lifestyle we bought into!
Please deny The Villages zoning for this.
Sincerely,
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Ken Zarse
1515 Lavaca Ln.
Hacienda South
Sent from my iPhone Love & Prayers, Sharon Z "We can do all things through Christ that strengthens us." Philippians

4:13
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Farnsworth, Sue
From:

Sent:
To:

Subject:

Steele, Kathy
Monday, September 21, 2020 8:04AM
Holley, Karl; Farnsworth, Sue; Burgos, Patricia
FW: Apartment Vote - From A Concerned Property Owner

Kathy Steele
Development Technician
Development Services
Board of Sumter County Commissioners
Tel: 352-689-4400
Fax: 352-689-4461
www.sumtercoountyfl.gov
From: Dave Harrison <dharrisoncmo@gmail.com>

Sent: Sunday, September 20, 2020 10:23 PM
To: Planning <planning2@sumtercountyfl.gov>; Holley, Karl <Kari.Holley@sumtercountyfl.gov>

Subject: Apartment Vote - From A Concerned Property Owner
Dear Mr. Broome and Mr. Holley,

I have had rental properties in The Villages since 2008 and moved here personally 2 Y2 years ago with my wife. Coming to
The Villages was a dream come true. A happy place where we could enjoy a variety of musical events, sporting events
and participate in clubs and organizations.
In just six months, I've witnessed a rapid deterioration of the entire culture. It is the direct result of the perception by
many residents, including my family, that the Morse family has no concern for the feelings of clients who have
purchased in the past.
The ironic part is that from a business standpoint, they are taking a big risk. That is because a large number of buyers are
due to friends and relatives recommending this community. The Morse's are putting that asset at great risk.
Willi personally leave? No. Am I extraordinarily disappointed in the gigantic apartment complex being built near my
home. Absolutely. It is not what I signed up for- nor was led to believe was even a possibility. Willi recommend that
friends and family move here? Up until the past few months- yes. Today, I doubt it.
The golf courses were packed even this summer. There were several occasions we couldn't get on . I can only imagine
what that will be like with the increase in residents and the return of snowbirds. The traffic on Morse is already
congested in the offseason- and 441 is worse. This expansion will only make life worse than the initial dream for us, our
friends and our neighbors.

Contact Info:
dharrisoncmo@gmail.com
1

Office Phone: 317 300 4654
Cell Phone : 201 803 8583 (PRIMARY)
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Farnsworth, Sue
From:

Sent:
To:

Subject:

ccgreaney@aol.com
Thursday, September 17, 2020 2:42 PM
Holley, Karl
Case # DRI2020-0002

Just received the notification to-day, September 17th, so it is not possible to return my reply by September 16, so
hopefully there is still time to get my objection in.
I do not support this change to mixed use. I am concerned about adding multi-family residential units. I think the parcel is
too small for this. I also think security will become a problem.
When I purchased my property some 25 years ago, the big selling point was the view I would have of the Country Club, I
paid a premium for my lot and have enjoyed my view ever since. It dose not seem fair that they should take that away
from me now.
The Board should consider this change very carefully.
Yours truly,

Chris Greaney
1204 Cabella Cir.
352-205-1873
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Douglas, Jessica
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Holley, Karl
Thursday, October 08, 2020 2:19 PM
@Administrative Services (Wildwood)
Arnold, Bradley
FW: 1200 Morse Blvd. Meeting of October 13, 2020

Karl Holley
Director
Development Services
Board of Sumter County Commissioners
Tel: 352-689-4400
Fax: 352-689-4401
www.sumtercountyfl.gov

From: Judy <warren97@embarqmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, October 08, 2020 1:11 PM
To: Holley, Karl <Karl.Holley@sumtercountyfl.gov>
Subject: 1200 Morse Blvd. Meeting of October 13, 2020
Dear Mr Holley
Can you please deliver this letter to the Commissioners.
Thank you, Judy Wilson
Dear Commissioners,
I will do my best to keep this brief and to the point and appreciate your time. In connection with the above captioned matter, I have
reviewed both the 11th and 13th proposed amendments.
In both Proposed Amendments the applicant states that these proposed amendments are in “consistency with the Comprehensive
Plan. This is confusing to me as in the Sumter County Comprehensive Plan, Policy 1.1.4 entitled Compatibility it states “Zoning
districts and the uses permitted within them shall be compatible with the character of the neighborhood or community”. In order to
keep this from becoming a novel, I’ll just quote the terms that I don’t understand.
Policy 1.1.4 a - “New residential development shall be compatible WITH THE PREDOMINANT HOUSING TYPE IN THE
SURROUNDING NEIGHBORHOOD”. I also found Policy 1.1.4 b, c and d interesting as it pertains to this case.
If that is the case, how can the applicant state that their application is consistent with the Sumter County Comprehensive Plan?
Also, after reading both proposed Amendments each one is quite lengthy and hard to decipher. I know that the applicant is not
required to submit certain items, but I would like to discuss the impact of traffic on Morse Blvd. if I am correct, I heard at the Zoning
Master meeting that a traffic study was done, but it came from “accepted” books instead of a “boots on the ground” approach.
The Villages is a very unique community in that, in some areas golf carts co-mingle with motor vehicles. I have been in touch with
Mr. Jacobs at the DOT and attached are the responses I received from him. As you will see, a study of 2018 is only partially
completed. In 2017, he lists 4 accidents on North Morse Blvd - in 2018 there were 10. With a fatality in each year.
Do we even know what the impact of the “apartment style” Living will have on the Hospital, police, and EMS.
To that end I am respectfully requesting that this matter be adjourned until the impact of all these ares can be fully investigated.
Thank you, Judy Wilson
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